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Our Oceans and rivers have been life lines Of cOmmerce since 
pre-cOlOnial times so it was only logical that states and localities 
saw them as a way to reduce highway congestion and air pollution 
spewing from all the trucks. in response the maritime administration 
(us dept of transportation) turned a long series of studies of using 
our coastal corridors (i-95, i-10 and i-5) into what we now know as 
america’s marine highway program (amh).  the program fosters the 
distribution of sea containers by water from our major or “hub” ports to 
smaller “outports” along our coasts. 

the idea is fine but most truck traffic is domestic. studies of i-95 
in connecticut indicate that less than 20% (the 2002 figures were 
8-15% depending on the day of the week) of all truck traffic involves 
sea containers. being so close to new York and boston a very small 
portion of sea container traffic will ever move to connecticut by water. 
the remaining truck traffic is either domestic long-distance trailers, or 
regional and local delivery box trucks. being that they represent a much 
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America’s Marine Highway
By Donald B. Frost

larger portion of total truck traffic, getting even a small percentage of 
this traffic off the highways will be far more beneficial than moving sea 
containers by water.

an article by stephen m. carmel, senior vice president of maersk 
lines, limited in the august 2013 issue of the u.s. naval institute 
proceedings about use of the arctic brings up another point that is not 
confined to the arctic or connecticut. “more than half of all container 
carGO is now component-level goods – that is, materials destined for 
factories for use in a production process operating on a just-in-time type 
inventory-management system. this requires deliveries that are consistent, 
reliable and have schedule integrity.  the key goal is 99% on-time delivery.”  

delays, whether because the ocean going vessel is late, its berth 
is occupied, labor work rules do not include 24/7 operation, paper work 
is missing or delayed, or the coastal vessel is delayed shifting between 
2-3-4 ocean terminals in the hub port, cannot be tolerated. the so-called 

Tanker Ardmore Centurion inbound Port Jefferson with a load of bio-diesel.  Photo by Captain Charles Jonas
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Vessel fueling throughout New England
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outports must also work 24/7 and have enough lay-down space for a 
full load of both full and empty containers. congestion is not eliminated, 
just moved to someplace where local land use and quality of life issues 
will defeat the imperative for seamless operations around the clock. 

if the cargo is mostly semi-finished goods or materials meant for 
further manufacturing or assembly, and there are no factories close to 
the outport, where is the gain? if the cargo is not time sensitive, the 
outports will be used as inventory in transit and the containers will 
become warehouses on wheels. crowded container terminals at smaller 
ports are less tolerated than those in hub ports. 

there is a solution that responds to all stakeholder concerns, but 
the model is not a “seaport”. it is an “airport” and in particular fedeX’s 
terminal in memphis. the part of their facility that must be emulated is 
how they use technology and people to quickly move cargo (packages). 
every facet of their system is meant to deliver the goods to the receiver 
as quickly as possible. 

america’s marine highway will not happen until the disincentives to 
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private investment are removed. these include the absurdly high cost of 
building ships, even small ones, in the united states. (ships built here 
cost 3 to 5 times more than even europe with all its socialized labor 
costs). then there is the harbor maintenance tax, restrictive working 
hours at both load and discharge terminals, local nimbY resistance 
to change of any kind, and inadequate local access to other modes of 
transportation such as rail and highways.

cargo brought to this country that might be moved to other places 
along our coasts by water must pay the harbor maintenance tax twice – 
once at the port of entry and again when it is trans-shipped.  domestic 
to domestic moves by water only pay once … but of course trucks and 
railroads don’t pay anything. it is not that they are collecting any money 
on the rare coastal movements of today. the half of the $1.6 billion 
collected each year that does get used for the purpose it was collected, 
will not help the shallow draft coastal carriers.

amh can actually create longshore jobs, and probably ila/ilWu 
wage rates can be tolerated, but work rules must to be changed to fit 
the urgent need to maintain schedules. the model has to be the fedeX 
terminal in memphis.
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CMC Membership Includes Diverse State Maritime 

Interests
Organized in 2000, the connecticut maritime coalition is a non-profit 
trade association advocating for connecticut’s maritime industry. Our 
members include:

Briarpatch Enterprises, Inc.  
Joseph Gilbert, 203.876.8923, hiddenemp@aol.com

Bridgeport Port Authority 
andrew J. nunn, 203-576-3964, andrew.nunn@bridgeportct.gov

The Bridgeport & Port Jefferson Steamboat Company 
frederick hall, 631-473-0286, fhall@mcallistertowing.com 

Blakeslee Arpaia Chapman, Inc. 
John fucci, 203-483-2954, jfucci@bac-inc.com 

Coast Line Service 
rob pearce, 617-951-9957, rob@bostonlineservice.com

Cross Sound Ferry Services, Inc.  
adam Wronowski, 860-625-4824, adam@longislandferry.com  

Connecticut Maritime Association, Inc. 
donald frost, 203-406-0106, dbfrost@optonline.net

Connecticut State Pilots, Inc.  
capt. charles Jonas, 516-319-5069, cpjonas@optonline.net  

Empire Fisheries, LLC
Joseph Gilbert, 203-876-8923, hiddenemp@aol.com

Gateway Terminal  
tom dubno, 203-467-1997, tdubno@gatewayt.com 

Gwenmor Marina & Marine Contracting Inc.  
christian mcGugan, 860-536-0281, christian@gwenmor.com 

GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc. 
dan Kinard, 860-286-8900, dan.kinard@gza.com 

Interport Pilots Agency, Inc.  
captain louis bettinelli, 732-787-5554, loubett@optonline.net  

Moran Towing Corporation 
aislinn pitchford, 203-442-2800, aislinn@morantug.com 

New England Shipping Company, Inc.  
david pohorylo, 203-467-2423, dpohorylo@newenglandshipping.com 

New Haven Port Authority  
Judi sheiffele, ex.dir., 203-946-6778, Jsheiffe@newhavenct.net 

New Haven Terminal  
michael vasaturo, 203-468-0805, vpusec@aol.com  

Port Security Services  
ralph Gogliettino,800-762-9147, ralph@portsecurity.us 

Santa Energy Corporation 
thomas santa, 203-362-3332, santat@santaenergy.com

Schooner, Inc. 
Kristen andrews, 203-865-1737, kristen.andrews@schoonerinc.org

Sea Support, Inc.  
ralph Gogliettino, 203-467-1590, ralph@seasupport.biz

Thames Towboat Co.
richard macmurray, 860-443-7394, rich@longislandferry.com

Thames Shipyard & Repair Co.
stan mickus, 860-460-8437, stanmickus@longislandferry.com 

Underwater Construction Corporation  
James swiggart, 860-853-8956, jswiggart@uccdive.com

Port Security Services can provide maritime 
focused  security services for your vessel or 
corporate security needs throughout the US. 
Whether security vessels, officers, planning  
or training we stand ready to meet your needs.  
We offer FREE shore leave services in many ports. 

Corporate Headquarters: 
100 Waterfront Street 
New Haven, CT 06512 

Mail: P.O. Box 9166
New Haven, CT 06532

Toll Free: (800) 762-9147
Local: (203) 468-5489
Fax: (203) 468-2670
Email: contact@portsecurity.us

Avoid The Highway Hassles!

(860)443-5281  www.longislandferry.com
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Year-round service between Orient Point, Long Island and 
New London, CT. Vehicle, passenger and high-speed service.   
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Advocating for Connecticut’s Maritime Industry

The Connecticut Maritime Coalition is a non-profit trade 
association facilitating the competitiveness of connecticut’s 

maritime industries. Our member network is mostly composed 
of small and medium-sized businesses. 

To join the Connecticut Maritime Coalition or to advertise your 
business in Deep Water Port notes, please contact: 

William Gash, Executive Director 
p.O. box 188, stonington, ct 06378    phone: 860-941-0044    

fax (888) 436-5413    email: ctmaritime@msn.com   

Visit www.ctmaritime.com
DEEP WATER PORT notes is published monthly electronically  

& printed quarterly by the Connecticut Maritime Coalition, Inc.   
Designed by CG Creative, contact@cgcreative.us

Connecticut 
Maritime Coalition

Hire Our Returning Veterans: Resources 
Office for Veterans’ Workforce Development (OVWD)
mr. terry brennan, director (860) 263-6514
http://www.ctdol.state.ct.us/veterans/vetreps.htm

The Office of Military Affairs
mr. robert ross, executive director (860) 270-8074, 
bob.ross@ct.gov http://www.ct.gov/oma/site/default.asp

Hire Our Returning Veterans: Federal Resources
vOW to hire heroes act of 2011 creates new benefit for unemployed 
veterans. 

this legislation offers a tax credit up to $5,600 for companies 
that hire veterans who have been unemployed six months or longer. 
hiring a veteran with a service-connected disability bumps the 
credit up to $9,600. 

Link: http://courtney.house.gov/index php?option=com_content&vi
ew=article&id=6533&itemi


